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SUBJECT: HUMAN RIGHTS DEVELOPMENTS 

REE: MANILA 9865 

1. ON JUNE 29, 1977, PRESIDENT MARCOS ORDERED RELEASE OF AN 
ADDITIONAL 500 DETAINEES. ACCORDING TO INEOSEC TATAD, LIST 
STILL BEING FINALIZED. AS YET WE HAVE NO WAY OF KNOWING HOW 
MANY OF THE RELEASED HAVE BEEN DETAINED FOR "SECURITY" REASONS. 

2. AS INDICATED PARA 3 REFTEL, EMBOFF MET WITH MEMBER OF AMRSP 
DETAINEES COMMITTEE JUNE 27. HE SAID NONE OF THOSE RELEASED 

IN FIRST GROUP OF 500 WERE "REALLY POLITICAL PRISONERS." 

PHILIPPINE CIVIL LIBERTIES UNION OFEICIAL (AND AQUINO LAWYER) 
ARROYO TOLD EMBOEF SAME THING. AMRSP SOUCE, HOWEVER, REPORTED 
THAT AMONG PROMINENT DETAINEES RELEASED RECENTLY WERE MARIA 
PLENA ANG (TORTURE VICITIM INTERVIEWED BY JOHN SALZBERG OF 
HIRC IN APRIL) AND JOSEFINA HILAO. SOURCE PROVIDED EMBOFF 
LATEST AMRSP DATA ON TORTURE AND DETAINEES WHICH POUCHED 
EA/PHL. 

3. ON 1048) 29, DEEENSE UNDERSECRETARY 

BARBERO ORDERED ARREST OE PC LIEUTENANT IN DAVAO FOR ALLEGED 
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MALTREATMENT OF DETAINEES. REPORTEDLY, BARBERO IS ALSO 
INVESTIGATING PARTICIPATION OF THREE OTHER PC SOLDIERS 
IN TORTURE IN DAVAO STOCKADE. 

4. HERRERA CASE - COURT-MARTIAL OF TWO OFFICERS (LIEUTENANTS 
M ATILT. ANO AND REGIS) BEGAN JUNE 29. MRS. HERRERA TESTIEIED. 

BOTH OFEICERS PLEASED NOT GUILITY. SENATOR RODRIGO PROVIDED 
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EMBOFF COPY OF FETTER DATED JUNE 27 TO GENERAL ZAFRA INL 
WHICH MRS. HERRERA REQUESTS THAT STEPS BE TAKEN TO IDENTIFY 
OTHER TWO MEN WHO INTERROGATED HER ALONG WITH MATILLANO. 

SHE POINTS OUT THAT LEIUTENANT REGIS IS BEING COURT-MARTIALED 
FOR HAVING THROWN CRUMPLED EMPTY CIGARETTE PACK AT HER, 

WHILE "JOHN DOE" WHO ACTUALLY PARTICIPATED IN ELECTRIC SHOCK 
TORTURE IS STILL UNIDENTIFIED AND AT LARGE. 

5. ALL OF THESE HUMAN RIGHTS DEVELOPMENTS HAVE RCEIVED 
FRONT-PAGE COVERAGE IN MANILA PRESS. 
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